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HENRY II COMES
TO CANTERBURY

© 2019 Canterbury Medieval Pageant

The Kent Museum of Freemasonry took part in this
year’s Medieval Pageant in July. This was the second
year that the museum has been involved in the event,
with the pageant having become an established event
in Canterbury’s calendar. Since the inaugural pageant
in 2016, the event celebrates the journey made by
Henry II in July 1174 to perform penance for his role in
the infamous murder of Archbishop Thomas Becket in
1170.

Above: The pageant in St. Peter’s Street
Below Left: The Canterbury Trail Map
Below Right: King Henry II enters Canterbury

Trustee, Robin Evans said, “What a day! Our
volunteers will certainly need a good foot massage.
The numbers of visitors to the museum has been
incredible. This has given people of all age groups a
glimpse of Freemasonry, which they might otherwise
have never seen.”

The museum was one of 16 venues to take part in the
Canterbury Trail, with visitors invited to be creative
and design their own banners and aprons. The day
saw over 300 visitors welcomed to the centre with over
150 trail maps being stamped.

© 2019 Canterbury Medieval Pageant

The date has for next year’s pageant has already been
set as the 4th July. The theme will focus on the wife of
Henry II, Eleanor of Aquitaine, one of the wealthiest
and most powerful figures across Europe at the time,
and one of the few queens to go on a crusade. The
museum will once again take part, so be sure to the
date in your diaries!
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NEWS IN
BRIEF...
CAN YOU HELP?

This feedback comes as the Museum celebrates its
recognition being awarded a Tripadvisor Certificate
of Excellence for the 4th year running. This award
is presented to hospitality centres that ‘...deliver
consistently great service across the world.’ Having
received the award for the past four years, the
Museum will be eligible to join Tripadvisor’s ‘Hall of
Fame’, if awarded a 5th certificate in 2020.
Have you visited the museum and enjoyed your
experience? Why not tell others by visiting the
Tripadvisor page at: www.tripadvisor.co.uk and
search for ‘Kent Museum of Freemasonry’.

The volunteers that look after the museum are the glue
that keeps the attraction free and open to everyone
nearly every day of the year. Whilst always looking
to add to our band of highly-regarded volunteer
stewards, we have a specific permanent vacancy for an
extra steward for the 1st Friday of the month.
If you, or anyone you know, would be interested in
finding out more about this and other volunteer roles
within the Museum & Library, then please contact us
by visiting https://kentmuseumoffreemasonry.org.
uk/contact-us/

Museum Steward, Colin Baxter with our four certificates

MUSEUM IS
INCLUDED IN
CITY FESTIVAL

TRIPADVISOR
RATINGS KEEP
ON SOARING!
The feedback we get from the
Tripadvisor website has been
instrumental over the years in
helping to raise the profile of
the Museum and to widen its
appeal.
In July, the Museum received its 150th independent
review with a rating of 5 out of 5. Rossiross2015 noted
that the centre was ‘Small, but Perfectly Formed’.

The Kent Museum of Freemasonry has been included
in a number of attractions in the City, as part of the
Canterbury Festival programme. The event, which
takes place from 19th October to the 2nd November,
is an annual international arts festival, that has been
running since the 1920s. To find out more, go to:
www.canterburyfestival.co.uk.
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BORN TO BE WILD
In April, the Museum welcomed a group of leatherclad visitors. However, this was not a scene from
Easy Rider, but was a visit by the Widows Sons Bikers
Association.
The Widows Sons is an International Association that
is open to all Freemasons who enjoy motorcycling
and have a desire to ride with and associate with
their fraternal brothers. The Kent riders along with
Widows Sons South East rode into town where they
met up at The Kent Museum of Freemasonry for a
tour followed by Sunday Lunch, and a fundraising
raffle for good causes, at the adjacent Canterbury
Masonic Centre.

The day was a resounding success with more than 30
bikes on display. As you would expect this also meant
an increase in visitors to the museum, both from the
riders and the extra interest that they generated from
passers by – around 200 people came through our
doors on the day!
After visiting the museum and the adjoining
Canterbury lodge room, the group enjoyed a meal in

the Canterbury centre’s dining facilities. In addition
to the Museum & Library Trust, two other charities
were supported during the day, namely Strode Park
in Herne Bay and Guide Dogs.
A very generous Brother topped up the Guide Dogs
donation to a wonderful £300. Which was faithfully
received, from our Curator David Birch, by 13 month
old local Guide Dog Puppy Valerie.
Below: Curator David Birch
with Valerie, receive a
donation towards the
Guide Dogs charity.

Page 4

MORE MEMBERS
JOIN THE TEAM
There have been a number of new appointments to the
Museum and Library Trust, as well as the Association
of Patrons Committee.
Peter West
Compliance Officer
The Charity Commission’s
website lists a whole range of
compliance issues that must be
met to ensure that a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation
(CIO) such as ours adheres
to its aims and requirements.
With this in mind, we are
delighted to announce the appointment of Peter West
to the newly created volunteer role of Compliance
Officer.
Peter is a former senior police officer, having held
various commands, recently leading projects including
data protection reform and records management
improvement across two force areas. He left the force
in 2019 to concentrate on his own business, established
in 2015, specialising in data protection, organisational
change and continuous improvement.
Additional to his family and Masonic commitments,
Peter’s is by definition “a petrol head” a keen
motorcyclist and avid follower of all forms of motor
sport.
Charles Byford
Treasurer
Charles Byford became the
Trust’s new Treasurer in April.
Charles joined Binder Hamlyn
Chartered Accountants in
London in 1974, qualifying
in 1977. Charles’ career in
The City was focused around
banking and stockbroking where he held a number
of Finance Director roles. He decided to retire in 2005
when several projects came to an end, moving to New
Romney in 2008.
Charles came to Freemasonry later than most. His
interest was first piqued when he found an obituary of
his grandfather, a Mason in Peterborough.
Other interests include gardening, philately and rugby.

David Tyler
Chief Executive Officer
David, who was formally
announced at our AGM, has
kindly agreed to undertake the
voluntary position CEO and
apply his senior organisational
management experience,
gained in both the public and
private sectors, to the role. He
has set to work in evolving our structures in order to
ensure the most effective way forward for the Trust
in meeting various legal and regulatory requirements,
all of which are immensely important to our health
and good standing in the modern age. In fact, he has
already been looking at a more robust approach to
some of the essentials of a modern-day organisation,
such as the new General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), compliance, process auditing, revision of
procedures, secure physical and electronic storage
of assets and data, general security, fire safety and of
course the well being of our personnel.
He is also working closely with Operations Manager
to properly acknowledge the long-service and
commitment of Stewards who have served us for many
years.
Phil Zygmant
Operations Manager
Phil took over the role from
Jim Flower in March. In
addition to his new role, Phil
will remain on the front line as
one of our volunteer Stewards.
Outside of Freemasonry and
volunteering at the Museum &
Library he cites photography as a great hobby, Phil is
also a frequent visitor to London’s Natural History and
V&A Museums. As an ex “Sapper” he is a member of
the Royal Engineer Association (REA).
Steve Fletcher
AoP, Membership
The Association of Patrons
team welcomes a new member
to its ranks, namely Steve
Fletcher who now looks after
our membership functions.
Steve was Initiated into
Monckton Lodge No. 9236
in 2008, becoming Provincial Grand Steward in 2016.
When you fill our your application to be one of our
Patrons Steve is the man that will be looking after the
administrative process for you.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH JOHN ANDREWS
Our Chairman, Charles Pottle speaks to John Andrews,
the Secretary of the Museum and Library Trust, as he
reflects on his 14 years of service.
CP: Many of you will have had the pleasure of meeting
John Andrews across the wide range of his masonic
activities. I thought it opportune to express our thanks
for his exemplary service and gain a little background
and insight into the role he has undertaken and made
his own.
John has always been keenly interested in Museums
and history, originally wanting to be an archaeologist.
He reflected that in 2005 that he was asked (or was
it ‘recruited’) into service by Roger O’Brien - his
predecessor as Secretary. Back then, the modus
operandi of the Museum was very different to
today’s facility and I noted a certain nostalgia as John
reminisced about his duties as the Museum Registrar.
These included uploading details of the objects held
onto the Museum catalogue, including Masonic jewels
(lots of Masonic jewels!), some fairly common, with
others more significant and rare, but all treated with
the same care and respect.
John became Secretary in 2012, coinciding with the
upgrade and refurbishment of the Museum building
and environment. The old displays were totally
rejuvenated, with the dark wood cabinets - and slightly
fusty smells - replaced with 21st century materials
and media. Once again, I sense a fleeting element of
nostalgia as John reminds me how many exhibits there
were on display in those days, “...there was lots of
good stuff [to look at].” He definitely enjoyed his work
and the opportunities it provided.
John is clear that work undertaken by so many to
update the Museum has been a great success. The new
facility focuses upon current activities, community
engagement, as well as Masonic heritage, explaining
Freemasonry to the wider world. With the Museum
now receiving over 1000 visitors every month,
the commitment of those who give their time and
assistance to keep one the highest rated attractions in
Canterbury open nearly every day and free to visitors
is paramount. John is particularly keen praise Mrs
Sandra Bailey, Mrs Sue Ransom and Mrs Cate Jackson
for their enormous contribution over the years in
research and cataloguing.
As our conversation draws to a close, I ask John for
any amusing memories of the many visitors he has

spoken with or helped during his time in the Museum.
His face beams as he recalls one visitor who, having
spent no more than 5 minutes circumnavigating all the
displays, returned to the desk to enquire, “Where are
all your fossils?”
John calmly replied, “No fossils sir - it’s a Masonic
Museum.” At which the point the visitor exclaimed,
“What, no fossils! Call yourself a Museum?” and
promptly stormed out of the building.
Then there was the challenge of remaining straightfaced and professional when dealing with a visitor was
convinced that the MW Grand Master is the Wizard
of Oz and masonic progression is achieved via the
‘Yellow Brick Road’!
Since becoming the Chairman of the Association of
Patrons, I have had the great pleasure of working
alongside John and will remain ever grateful for
his experience and good humoured assistance. One
abiding memory will be the traditional ‘untidiness’
of his desk in the Museum office - organised chaos he
professes and states it follows “the Sherlock Holmes
filing method, the nearer the bottom the older it is!“
In recent times he gave in to requests to have a big
tidy up. There’s a mischievous glint in his eye though
when he admits that he still has most of the paperwork
hidden away...just in case.

For all enquiries, please contact the editor, Howard Griffin on 0771 518 1499 or masonic@howardgriffin.co.uk
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