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MUSEUM UPDATE
Here is a brief update
from the Chairman of the
Trust, Roger Waltham,
of the current building
works and our anticipated
pathway towards the
re-opening of the Museum
and Library – our
powerful shop window to
the world.

extended lockdown period added several months to
our intended programme, so we made the decision
in January to place it on-hold again and review the
situation in April. With the positive roll-out of the
vaccination programme and the government’s road
map towards the relaxation of restrictions, our Deputy
Chairman, David Tyler, who is our project manager
with regard to the Trust’s assets, has happily now
been able to start working towards the hoped-for
commencement of those works during the summer.

“I’d like to start by taking the opportunity to thank
all of our Patrons across the Provinces of East and
West Kent – Lodges, Chapters, units of other Masonic
Orders and, of course, all of our wonderful individual
Patrons. Your continued patronage is absolutely vital
to the Trust and without it we simply would not exist.
So, please accept my personal and very sincere thanks
and those of my fellow Trustees. As you can imagine,
we need that continued financial support now more
than ever before so please do continue your patronage
or, if you or your Lodge/Chapter/etc., would like to
become a Patron, please contact us at:

Two of our Trustees, Peter West (CEO) and Charles
Byford (Treasurer), have personally emptied the
display cabinets and arranged the safe and secure
storage of those exhibits.

https://kentmuseumoffreemasonry.org.uk/the-association-of-patrons/

Although your patronage is a small and affordable
annual amount, collectively it is of vital importance to
us and greatly valued. Thank you so much.
As you are probably aware, the essential building
safety works had to be placed on-hold last year
because of the pandemic, following which the

Some protective measures are currently in hand with a
specialist carpenter to ensure that the fixed cabinets are
not exposed to accidental damage during the works
and, once that is taken care of, the main contractor
can get cracking with those essential works, under the
watchful eye of our ProvGSuptWks, Jeremy Parkin.
Once those works are completed we can get the
exhibits back into the display cabinets and finally get
the museum and library doors open again for visitors.
So, in a nutshell, the museum gallery area is now
almost ready for the building contractor to make a
start. Once that’s done, we’ll get everything ready for
re-opening, get our amazing volunteer stewards team
fully up-to-date (Covid permitting), then get our doors
open again! We are hoping to be fully functional again
during the autumn – watch this space!”
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PRIZE DRAW
WINNERS
Association of Patrons Chairman, Charles Pottle, tells
us about the inaugural AoP Prize Draw winners...
“The Association of Patrons spread a little Christmas
joy to the lucky winners of our 2020 Prize Draw. We
always like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all our Patrons
for your continued support of the Kent Museum of
Freemasonry so every current Patron was entered,
free of charge, and we had prizes for both individual
Patrons and Associate Patrons (Lodges, Chapters &
Side Degrees). The more the merrier !
The lucky winner of the individual prize was W Bro
Derek Wilkins, who has been a keen supporter of
the Museum & Library Trust since 2012. Accepting
his prize of a hamper, including a bottle of bubbly
and some chocolates, he praised the successes of the
Museum & Library overall and the Association of
Patrons, in particular. I have no doubt that he was
popular with Mrs Wilkins!
Happy winners of assorted crates of San Miguel and
real ales were the Bearsted Lodge (6069), Associate
Patrons since 2015. It was a great pleasure to deliver
the goodies to W Bro Speed, and I promise that I was
smiling when the photo was taken. Maybe we should
run a caption competition….?

I know the prizes were well received and we hope
there will be more opportunities ahead to extend our
sincere thanks for sticking with us in these difficult
times.”
Charles Pottle (AoP Chairman)

COMMITTEE NEWS
We are delighted to
welcome Clive Moore,
from the Masonic
Province of West Kent,
to our Association of
Patrons Committee.
As well as bringing
further support for the
Museum from West Kent,
Clive brings a varied and
valuable skill set to the
team. In addition to being
the Grand Orator of West Kent for five years, he has
also been the Province’s coordinator for the prestigious
Cornwallis Lecture. In fact, he was the 2008

Cornwallis Lecturer himself with his highly regarded
paper, The Origins & History of the Tracing Board.
Clive is a keen amateur Masonic historian and an
executive member of the Association of Atholl Lodges,
regularly giving talks about Masonic history and has
produced a number of booklets on various Masonic
subjects, copies of some of which you will find in our
extensive Library.
Clive’s first contribution to the Association of Patrons
can be found overleaf, with an article providing
an insight into the more outrageous occurrences at
Masonic Festive Boards in the past. Clive will also
be writing regular articles for Museum Matters in the
future, so keep an eye out for these!
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DID YOU KNOW ABOUT?

‘THE FREE-MASONS SURPRIZ’D’

Photograph of print owned by author

Clive Moore, having joined the Association of
Patrons Committee, looks at an unusual Masonic
incident that reportedly took place in Canterbury.
This 1754 engraving depicts a Masonic Lodge meeting
in Canterbury, and the consternation caused when
a chambermaid called ‘Moll’ suddenly crashed
through the ceiling. She had hid in the rafters above
the meeting room in order to learn Freemasonry’s
secrets; but unfortunately she slipped from her
rather precarious perch, and it was not the secrets of
Freemasonry that were exposed! The local Parson,
Town Clerk, and others are shown rushing in to
investigate the uproar caused by ‘Moll’s’ unexpected
arrival.
Aside from depicting this very unusual incident this
print also shows us the regalia worn by mid-18th
century Brethren, and the way their lodges worked.
The actual floor workings were much shorter than ours
today; instead for much of the meeting the Brethren
would sit around a candlelit table listening to Masonic
lectures and working catechisms, question and answer
sessions designed to test and expand their Masonic
knowledge.
Some lodges also had lectures on other learned topics
such as architecture, science and astronomy, note the
chart hanging on the wall. The Old King’s Arms Lodge
in London held a series of such lectures in the 1730s;
including one on optics, during which a human eye

was apparently dissected. They also had a lecture from
a Bro. Grieme about the fermentation of intoxicating
liquors, possibly with samples to taste; the minutes
record that the Brethren were ‘greatly delighted’ with
this lecture, and he was asked to speak again on the
same subject, on no less than three occasions.
Whilst sat at the table the Brethren would also smoke
and take refreshments, note the punch bowl and
clay pipes laying on the table. Heavy drinking was
commonplace in those days; and lodge accounts record
the purchase of ale, wine and spirits, as well as sugar
and lemons to make punch. During meetings many
toasts would be drunk, often accompanied by noisy
clapping and stamping. One 1760 account says that
people sitting below meeting rooms were sometimes
frightened that the ceiling might collapse upon
them; some taverns even put in extra floor joists as a
precaution.
That said Masons were one of the better-behaved
elements of society. As now the discussion of religion
or politics was not allowed at their meetings, and they
had strict rules to govern behaviour and limit drinking.
Typical of such rules are the 1760 Bylaws of the
Lodge of Antiquity; which stipulated fines for betting,
cursing, being ‘disguised in liquor’, and hissing at a
speaker. Some lodges had tougher penalties for repeat
offenders; the 18th century Bylaws of the Grenadiers
Lodge stipulated that they be taken from the lodge and
‘kicked or pushed down the stairs’.
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Many 18th century lodges would arrange formal
dinners to celebrate their installation meetings. At
the annual feast of the Old Dundee Lodge held in
1753 we know that 33 brethren dined on 2 quarters
of lamb with beef gravy, 12 fowls, a 23lb ham and 2
plum puddings; all washed down by an assortment
of alcoholic beverages. After such dinners female
relations and lady friends were sometimes invited
into the lodge room or an adjoining gallery. Less
respectable ladies may also have been invited in
to some early meetings; in 1757 Bro. Storey of the
Grenadiers Lodge was fined 2 pence for bringing a

woman into the lodge, their Junior Warden was also
fined 2 pence, but in his case for kissing her!
Today our Masonic dinners and social events are still
a very important part of Freemasonry, with lifelong
friendships often growing from the companionship
and fun they generate. However, let me assure the
non-Masons amongst you that today’s events are much
more sober and respectable than some of those I have
described.
Clive Moore

GUIDE BOOKS
Remember that you can find out more about the
history and contents of the Museum through the
Museum Guide Books, which can be purchased for
only £5, including FREE postage and packing.
In order to get your copy, simply message the
Museum on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
kentmuseumoffreemasonry or email Howard Griffin
at masonic@howardgriffin.co.uk, who will pass your
request on.

ONLINE INFO
Despite the continued lockdown and closure of
the Museum and Library, up-to-date news and
information can be found online.

The Kent Museum of Freemasonry website is packed
with information. On the site, you will find news
and features, a detailed history of the Museum, from
it’s origins in 1933, through to its redesign in 2012, as
well as information about past exhibits and displays.

Exhibition features include
Kent Freemasonry and
Canterbury Cathedral,
Kent Freemasonry and
the First World War, and
Bicentenary of the Holy
Royal Arch.
The Downloads page
contains past Kent Masonic
Library and Museum
Trust’s AGM minutes
and further historical
documents. You will
also find links to other museums in the area and The
Library and Museum of Freemasonry in London. You
can visit the website by going to:
https://kentmuseumoffreemasonry.org.uk/

Or go to https://www.facebook.com/kentmuseumoffreemasonry
to visit the Museum’s Facebook Page.
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