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Dear Patrons and Friends,

I sincerely hope that you remain well and have been 
able in recent times to restart your usual masonic and 
domestic activities. In uncertain times our spirits are 
raised by being able to see old friends and enjoy those 
pleasures which were unavailable during the periods 
of lockdown. 

The good news is that the necessary Museum 
refurbishment works have proceeded at pace and 
are now largely complete. The Museum volunteers 
have therefore been working on the mammoth task of 
restocking the exhibits and returning the premises to 
a safe and vibrant environment in order to welcome 
visitors again early in 2022. We are enormously 
grateful to all the team and the Trustees who are active 
in supporting these works. Their ongoing zeal and 
commitment is exemplary. 

As the new Museum Communications team settles 
into their new role we expect the Museum website and 
Facebook group will be regularly updated so please 
look in when you have a chance.

The work of the Association of Patrons (AoP) 
is ongoing across Kent. We exist to support the 

MUSEUM UPDATE
Museum & Library and to do that we rely on you, our 
wonderful Patrons. As always, even in these difficult 
times, – a big thank you and we really appreciate you 
staying with us ! Taking 2020-21 as a whole saw the 
AoP, once again, set new records for Patron sign-ups 
and total Patron income received. Please see my report 
to the Museum AGM for further details. Without 
hesitation I extend sincere thanks to everyone on 
the AoP team whose hard work contributed to these 
excellent results. 

AoP Chairman, Charles 
Pottle send greetings, 
and an update on the 
progress of the Museum’s 
refurbishment.

With Christmas not too far away the AoP team thought 
that we would run a Prize Draw again this year, a 
small gesture of our gratitude. As last year all current 
Patrons will be entered totally free of charge. There 
will be 2 prizes ;

Individual Patrons – Something sweet ! 
Lodges & Chapters etc. – A mini booze cruise !

The draw will be made in December and delivered to 
the lucky winners soon afterwards. Best of luck !

On behalf of the AoP team, I wish you all the very best 
of health, happiness and companionship for 2022.

Until next time, keep well.

Charles Pottle
Chairman 
Association of Patrons
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ANTIENTS 
LODGES IN KENT

There is no evidence that any of these lodges had met 
prior to that year, or that they were a breakaway group 
of Moderns Lodges. The founders were predominantly 
Irish artisans and tradesmen, who had come to London 
seeking employment; initially the most common 
occupations of its members were tailors, weavers, and 
victuallers. Many of them had been Freemasons in 
Ireland, but now found themselves unable to join or 
form Moderns Lodges in London. Their low social and 
economic standing was certainly one reason for this; 
but they also wanted to practice the Irish ritual forms, 
which were akin to the English workings prior to the 
changes made by the Moderns.

Since their formation the Moderns had grown 
increasingly aristocratic and intellectual, some of their 
lodges had become exclusive dining clubs. Whereas 
the members of the new Antients Grand Lodge 
would remain predominantly artisans, tradesmen, 
minor professionals, or soldiers. These were down 
to earth practical men; who wanted not only to be 
part of a venerable institution, but to have a say in 

Clive Moore, Committee Member for the Association 
of Patrons, has be delving into the history of 
Freemasonry in Kent.  In this article, he explores the 
‘Antient’ Lodges of Kent.

The history of the United Grand Lodge of England 
stretches back over 300 years, and it encompasses 
not one but two original Grand Lodges. The older 
Premier Grand Lodge had been founded in 1717, the 
rival Atholl Grand Lodge in 1751; they did not unite 
until 1813. The Atholl Grand Lodge was known as the 
Antients as their stated aim was to revive the ‘Ancient 
Craft’, although they did also champion innovations 
such as the Royal Arch; the Premier Grand Lodge were 
known as the Moderns because of the innovations they 
had introduced. Both of these Grand Lodges would 
play key roles in our history, but sadly the part played 
by the Antients is often overlooked.

The Antients were founded by a group of about 80 
Masons who gathered at the Turk’s Head Tavern in 
London’s Soho, and formed themselves into six lodges. 
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At that time there were many troops garrisoned in 
Kent; and military Brethren often visited or joined local 
lodges, and sometimes even formed their own lodges. 
Some regiments had travelling lodge warrants; the 
Antients issued many more of these than the Moderns, 
including one in 1759 to the 3rd Regiment of Foot 
(‘The Buffs’) garrisoned in Canterbury. Such travelling 
warrants helped to spread Freemasonry not only 
across the British Isles, but also overseas to places such 
as South Africa, the West Indies, and North America.

That invaluable source ‘Lane’s Masonic Records’ 
shows us that the Antients issued 21 warrants to static 
lodges meeting in Kent, and the Moderns 27; unlike 
their rivals the Moderns would also appoint Provincial 
Grand Masters for Kent. At that time many lodges 
were short lived, so by the time of the Union the 
Antients had just 11 active Kent lodges, the Moderns 
had 12.

The Antients first static Kent lodge was warranted in 
1762 at Chatham; Antients Lodges were not usually 
named, so it was just known as ‘Lodge No.104 held 
at the Bunch of Grapes’. Sadly this lodge lapsed in 
the late 1770s; but the Antients would re-issue lapsed 
or surrendered warrants, and in 1810 that particular 
warrant was used to consecrate the Vitruvian Lodge 

its governance: they also wanted a Grand Lodge that 
was well-run and able to provide them with financial 
assistance if needed. The Antients were particularly 
successful in London and the new manufacturing 
towns where many Irish immigrants had settled; also 
in counties with strong military connections, many 
serving soldiers were Irish.

No.87 in London, they are still using it to meet today.
Many lodges today have historic ties to the Antients; 
but there are also 122 Antients warranted lodges still 
working under the UGLE, and Kent is home to six of 
them:

UNION WATERLOO LODGE No.13 (Moved to 
Dartford in 1982)
Originally a military lodge warranted at Woolwich 
in 1761; in 1788 they purchased an Antients warrant 
dated 1751 and rose to No.7 on the Atholl Lodge list. 

UNITED INDUSTRIOUS LODGE No.31 
(Canterbury)
Consecrated in 1806 at the Marquis of Granby in 
Canterbury, re-using a 1753 warrant first issued to 
a lapsed Bristol lodge. The lodge took its name and 
seniority in 1819 when it united with the Moderns 
‘Industrious Lodge’ which had been warranted at 
Canterbury in 1776. 

PRINCE EDWIN’S LODGE No.125 (Hythe)
Consecrated in 1807 at the Red Lion Inn in Hythe, 
re-using a warrant first issued in 1771 to a lapsed Bath 
lodge. 

ADAM’S LODGE No.158 (Sheerness)
Consecrated in 1797 at the Bell & Lion in Sheerness, 
re-using a warrant first issued in 1778 to a previous 
Sheerness lodge. 

GILLINGHAM LODGE OF BENEVOLENCE No.184 
(Gillingham)
Warranted in 1787 at the Crown & Thistle in Chatham; 
in 1824 it united with two other nearby Antients 
Lodges.

LODGE OF PEACE & HARMONY No.199 (Dover)
Consecrated in 1801 at the Fleece Tavern in Dover, 
re-using a warrant first issued in 1791 to a lapsed 
Maidstone lodge.  

However, the Antients’ legacy is much more than these 
distinguished old lodges; indeed Freemasonry as we 
know it might never have come about if they had not 
revitalised it in the mid-18th century. It had been in 
decline, but in the decade after the Antients’ formation 
the overall number of English lodges rose by nearly 
70%. We owe to the Antients much of our ritual’s rich 
diversity, as after the Union the ritual forms adopted 
were largely those they had championed; and we all 
still benefit from their influence on our charities and 
administration.

To find out more about Kent’s historic lodges why 
not ask about them on your next visit to the Museum; 
to find out more about the Antients wider legacy 
you could also visit the Association of Atholl Lodges 
fascinating website (www.antients.org).

http://www.antients.org
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
TO THE AGM

of the Patron target set out in our original 2018-21 
planning. 

• For the first time we have over 300 active (paid-up) 
Patrons.

I know the whole AoP Team are very proud of these 
results but, there is always more to do. We will 
continue to seek new Patrons and re-engage with those 
who have lapsed. Current circumstances are extremely 
challenging but I am hopeful that our efforts in 2021-22 
will still deliver further success. 

The AoP continues to be mindful that it is the Kent 
Museum of Freemasonry and we are therefore grateful 
for the ongoing support given by our friends in West 
Kent and, in particular, the hard miles put in by our 
Deputy Chairman (W Bro Phil Moore). We continue to 
acknowledge the support and encouragement of the 
PGM and Deputy PGM for West Kent for the AoP and 
the Museum & Library as a whole.

W Bro Peter Lapage will continue to promote the 
interests of the Kent Museum of Freemasonry within 
Kent’s Mark Lodges and are very grateful for the 
support already shown. I am confident that his 
activities will deliver increased Patron representation 
in due course.

Communications –   “Museum Matters”, the feedback 
has continued to be very positive. W Bro Howard 
Griffin is to be congratulated for all his work and we 
have enjoyed the contributions of Bro Matthew Edson 
and W Bro Clive Moore. It is a most important way we 
can engage and say a “Thank You” to our Patrons. We 
are always looking for support and ideas so please get 
in touch if you can. 

In closing I reiterate how lucky we are in Kent to have 
the Kent Museum of Freemasonry and the invaluable 
“window to our world” it provides. The strength of 
the Association of Patrons will continue to underpin 
this fantastic facility. Lastly - a reminder to all Patrons 
– if your contact details do change, please ensure you 
update the AoP, we won’t know if you don’t tell us !

Wishing you all the very best of health.

W. Bro Charles Pottle

Association of Patrons Chairman, Charles Pottle, 
relays his report delivered to the AGM in September, 
in Canterbury.

Ladies, Gentlemen and Patrons,

It is my pleasure to offer this report on the activities of 
the Association of Patrons (AoP) since our last AGM in 
2020. Despite the unprecedented challenges prevalent 
in the wider world we have made further progress in 
our primary objective of supporting the Kent Museum 
of Freemasonry. Doubtless you will be aware that there 
has been much work being done behind the scenes to 
ensure the Museum is fully ready to re-open in due 
course and on behalf of the AoP I thank all those who 
dedicate themselves to this very worthy endeavour.

As is customary, I extend a most sincere thank you 
to all our Patrons. Without your ongoing support 
the Kent Museum of Freemasonry could not operate. 
The success of the AoP is key. As always, please 
encourage your friends, Lodges, Chapters and other 
Orders to sign up, support and share in its future. We 
are particularly grateful for the efforts of the Lodge 
Museum Ambassadors in promoting the Museum 
within their Lodges and the wider brethren. Please 
keep up the good work and we hope to collaborate 
with you more once our Lodges have re-opened and 
commenced regular meetings.

The hard work and commitment of all those on the 
AoP team during 2020-21 ensured further growth in 
the key areas. Everyone has played their part and I am 
grateful to them all. I extend a very warm welcome to 
the newest member of the team – W Bro Clive Moore. 
Clive is more than well known in West Kent as the 
Provincial Grand Orator and is hugely experienced 
in masonic history, amongst many other talents. The 
AoP will benefit greatly from his contribution going 
forwards. 

With regard to Patrons and Patron Income, during the 
financial year 2020-21:

• Total AoP income (inc. Gift Aid) was £15,149.00. 
Another record high and an increase of 18% on last 
year. Income is up 90% since 2017-18.

• This year we achieved an uplift of 19 new 
Patronages and 8 reactivations. Another year of 
strong growth, especially given lockdown.

• Overall this means that we have delivered 110% 

Chairman
Association of Patrons

Sept 2021



Page 6

A MASONIC APRON 
TELLS ITS STORY

Templar. Unlike the Moderns their Grand Lodge 
encouraged its lodges to work these other Degrees & 
Orders; Brethren who joined the Royal Arch would 
add a red silk edging to their lodge apron, those who 
joined the Knights Templar added a black silk edging. 

In practice there was some overlap in the practices 
favoured by the members of each Grand Lodge; but 
the apron we are looking at did most probably belong 
to an Antients lodge member, as it is not overly ornate 
and has symbols for other Degrees & Orders e.g. the 
black trim. On the apron the steps leading up to the 
‘Royal Arch’ have upon them the letters E, F, M, R, and 
K; these stand for Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, 
Master Mason, Royal Arch, and Knights Templar. The 
Brother who wore this apron would have figuratively 
advanced across these steps during his Masonic career. 

Present day members of the Craft will be familiar with 
many of the symbols depicted on this apron e.g. the 
working tools, the sun and moon; but there are also 
some less well known Craft symbols. The blue star 
with an F at its centre represents the F P of F; the hour 
glass symbolises this transitory life, to emphasis this 
it was sometimes depicted with wings attached. The 
beehive is an emblem for industry; it disappeared 

Clive Moore researches the history behind one of the 
Museum’s more treasured artefacts.

The white apron is the oldest and most widely 
recognised badge of a Freemason. Artisans have 
always worn aprons for protection whilst at work; 
but they also had a symbolic importance for some 
early civilisations, and aprons appear in Egyptian, 
Persian, and Jewish traditional histories. However, 
there is no evidence that medieval stonemasons wore 
their aprons for any other reason than to protect them 
at work; made from undyed skins their aprons were 
naturally whitish in colour. Speculative Freemasonry 
later adopted many of the trappings and customs of 
the medieval operative stonemasons; including the 
wearing of plain white leather aprons, and we regard 
them as a badge of innocence and a bond of friendship. 

Pictured (right) is a fascinating late 18th century apron 
from the Museum’s collection; let’s take a brief look 
at what it can tell us. The first speculative Masonic 
aprons, like those of the operatives, were full length 
and made of dressed leather; but by the late 18th 
century they had become much smaller, making them 
lighter and easier to wear. The early speculative lodges 
had kept a box of simple white aprons which would 
be handed out to Brethren just before each meeting; 
but by the late 18th century Brethren were increasingly 
keeping their own aprons and personalising them. A 
1762 exposure said that ‘every brother has an apron 
made of white skin and the strings are also of skin, 
though some of them chose to ornament them with 
ribbons of various colours’.

As our ritual’s moral symbolism developed and 
expanded Brethren began depicting some of its key 
elements on their aprons. Initially these were just crude 
drawings made with India ink; but as the designs 
grew more ornate they were sometimes painted or 
embroidered, and eventually transfer prints and 
professionally decorated aprons became commercially 
available.

 There was criticism of this increasing ornamentation; 
the Antients Grand Lodge, formed in 1751, complained 
about the inappropriate gold trimmings on the aprons 
worn by Brethren of the older Moderns Grand Lodge. 
Although the Antients Brethren would still decorate 
their own aprons, often with the symbols of other 
Degrees & Orders, such as the Royal Arch and Knights 
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KNOW SOMEONE THAT WOULD 
LIKE TO BE A PATRON?

As our Chairman, Charles Pottle pointed out in his 
address to the AGM in September, the Association of 
Patrons now boasts over 300 memberships, consisting 
a mix of individuals and lodges/chapters.  This has 
been vital in supporting the work of the Museum and 
Library.  However, we can always benefit from more 

from our ritual after the Union in 1813, possibly 
because Napoleon had adopted it as his personal 
emblem. The hanging key has nothing to do with 
our treasurer’s jewel, but represents the key to our 
secrets, the Emulation First Lecture tells us that it is not 
made of metal but ‘is the tongue of good report’. The 
trowel was at that time a working tool, some lodges 
also used it as an Inner Guard’s jewel; that office 
was usually given to the junior entered apprentice, 
so when Monarchs were Initiated they were said to 
be exchanging ‘the sceptre for the trowel’. Not until 
the 20th century did the trowel become our Charity 
Steward’s jewel.

The rituals at that time used many symbols from the 
Old Testaments, some of which are depicted on this 
apron. There is Moses’s staff turning into a serpent 
(Exodus 4:3); and Jacob’s ladder that reached from 
earth to heaven (Genesis 28:12), the ladder is depicted 
with seven steps, a significant number Masonically. 
There is also Noah’s ark with a hand reaching out 
towards a dove (Genesis 6:14), not until the 19th 
century did a dove bearing an olive branch become 
the Deacon’s jewel. Some of the symbols on the apron 

relate specifically to Christianity and the Knights 
Templar; such as the Lamb of God, the encampment, 
and the cockerel. The latter symbol alludes to St. Peter 
denying Christ thrice before the second cock crow (St 
Mark 14:30), it symbolises man’s weakness and God’s 
mercy.

When in 1813 the two rival Grand Lodges united there 
were many different apron types in use. Attempts had 
previously been made to regulate certain aspects of 
Craft regalia, but the now United Grand Lodge wanted 
a comprehensive set of simple standards. The agreed 
regalia regulations first appeared in the 1815 Book of 
Constitutions, and they are still the basis of our present 
standards.

I hope that you have enjoyed this brief look at just one 
early apron; and that it will encourage you on your 
next visit to examine more closely some of the many 
other early aprons in the Museum’s collection.

Clive Moore

patrons, so if you know someone that would like to 
become a patron, but hasn’t yet signed up, please print 
and pass this Mandate form below onto them.

Or...sign up on their behalf as an early Christmas 
present!
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OUR BUFFET LUNCH

On Sunday 10th October, the Trustees hosted a buffet 
lunch for more than 60 volunteers, family and friends 
who support the fantastic work of the Kent Masonic 
Museum and Library Trust. The occasion was to 
mark a significant milestone in the journey towards 
re-opening the Museum and Library to visitors. 
In attendance was W Bro Mark Bassant APGM 
representing the Provincial Executive. The Canterbury 
centre provided an excellent buffet accompanied by 
refreshments, during which the attendees were able to 
catch up with old friends and meet a few new ones.

On opening the event W Bro Roger Waltham, Chair 
of the Trust, welcomed everyone, thanked them for 
attending, and for their continued support throughout 
the challenges of the last 18 months and the enforced 
closure of the Museum due to Covid-19 in March 2020. 
W Bro Roger then announced that the essential repair 
works to the roof lantern and significant additional 
works, identified during the process, had all been 
completed and that the Museum exhibits were now 
being returned to the building and the displays being 
re-assembled ready for the planned re-opening early in 
2022.

W Bro Roger specifically thanked W Bro Robin 
Evans who was stepping down after more than 10 
invaluable years leading on Museum marketing and 
communications. He then introduced W Bro Peter 
Hazlewood, who has been appointed as the new 
Communications Team Manager. Included on the new 
team are Christian Doll, Luke Sullivan, Alan Higson 
and Richard White. W Bro Roger also announced that 
the new team of volunteer Stewards would be ably 
lead by W Bro Clive Lang.

This was followed by a few words from a number 
of the other Trustees.  W Bro David Tyler, Deputy 
Chair, gave a brief overview of the works and some of 
the other changes to the Museum layout. He invited 
the Museum Stewards to re-register, and any new 
volunteers to put their names forward as soon as 
possible so that essential Health and Safety Training 
could be delivered prior to the re-opening.

W Bro Charles Boxer introduced the new Curator 
of the Museum and Library, Hazel Damiral, an 
experienced professional who is also a senior ranking 
Lady Mason. He also gave his thanks to the Museum 
Stewards.

Bro Charles Byford, the Trust Treasurer, explained that 
the Trust accounts were in good order and that income 
from our many Patrons remained strong.

W Bro Charles Pottle, Chair of the Association of 
Patrons, thanked all the volunteers and especially the 
members of the AoP team for their continuing work to 
raise the profile of the Association of Patrons, increase 
the number of Patrons and thereby secure the future of 
the Museum Trust.

The attendees were then given the opportunity to see 
at first hand the completed work in the Museum and 
the ongoing activity to repopulate the various exhibits 
as well as being able to take family and friends in to 
see the magnificent Masonic Temple.


